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In 2003, Spain’s Institute of
National Statistics (INE) showed
that just over one in four Spanish
men under the age of 49 had
experienced sex with a prostitute
- with one in fifteen having done
so within the previous year. This
was backed up by Maribel Montano
of the ruling PSOE party, who
claimed in 2007 that “every day

By Elena Sudrez

1.5 million men pay for sex” in
Spain. In fact, there are an
estimated 300,000 prostitutes
working around the country,
possibly turning over around 40
billion euros per year - which
roughly equates to the country’s
education budget. For good reason,
Spain is sometimes dubbed the
‘Brothel of Europe’.
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be a surprise to north Europeans who still'cling to the
myth of Spain as a prim and proper, old-fashioned,

C erfainly, the openness and extent of prostitution can
hard-line Catholic country. This notion is swiftly dispelled as

you drive at night along any main road out of a large town or

~ city. In the outskirts, and often close to industrial estates, you
will come across brightly lit buildings that normally have a.
garish neon sign pronouncing ‘Club’. These are brothels in
all but name and sometimes house up to a hundred or more
prostitutes. Called ‘Clubes de Alterne’ (Socialising Clubs) by.
the Spanish, their location and nature are openly known and

tolerated by the police, authontles and local populatmn Ly

The clubs-- of t:euxse. vary hugely and span the whole e
' ; 'on m :te lcweat depths to a hrothel

In Spam there have been ca.lls fpr proshtuhd

. legalxsed and regulated. Howe‘ver, in2007, after i
. assessment, the pa:rhamentary commmsxon a:p'

soczahst government was unable_ to come tg:g

‘adults within a dernocracy In: this regard Jase
Navarro, Head of Security for the ASOL'laCIfJn N_

- Empresarios de Locales Alterne (ANELA), states: "a.ll the ;

women workmg in the 200 clubs of our asscciat‘ibn

now well aware of what they are about to do

personal cost.” . it

Certainly, the Clubes de Alterne are full af

- mostly from Romania and South America. Barely.
_of theprostltutes in Spain are Spamsh and of those;:




= Membership of ANELA, 2
i~ self-policing organisation,
is the closest that Cluhes de

in Spain. As a condition of

“for renting rooms. It must
~ salso expressly undertake
“notto a.llowanyone onthe

p‘rasﬂtu‘txo Fur&Lermbre, the
club must agree to co- operate
Cfully w1th the police, whilst
! ~ensuring monthly medical
E E check-ups forthe women.
|~ TheElCisneclub, just
- south of Valencia city,
B sty s a demonstration of
‘the potential benefits of
Iegalisati'o’n and regulation.
~This rmddle ra_nklng ‘club’is
; ‘actua]ly a hotelin which the.
~women ]we paying 5o euros-
a day for fu]l board. A softly--
spoken profe ssional hotelier
~ runs the estabhshment
: .Whl(!h has a full-time chef, -
au’estaurant SWmemg
= 001 sa.lcm and 1nternet
é‘-- e area for the women. Only -
slightly more garish than
 a UK travel lodge, El Cisne
s 1mmaculate1y clean, tidy
; al_:u_i un-intimidating, with
- arecognisable hotel foyer
: 'afldﬂseveral rYoomis for ‘short-
term rental - each of which
as a shower, WC and an
em rga-ncy button.
:@fcmzrse,lil C:sne hasa

‘during the long working.
* hours (5pm to 4am) it has fifty
Alterne get to being regulated

" membership,a ._:lub mustbe a -
properly registered business,
. suchas a hotel or bar licensed

desperately try to gain the:

‘the bar, at which time they
are free to negotiate any deal
* they wish. Whatever they earn
 (normally 60 euros for halfan
“hour in one of the guest rooms)
Lisa matter for them and of no g

prermses under elghteen any '
sage of drugs Gr m?mluntary :

~and all had come knowing what

- ‘saw it as their only way to make .

, oppresswe punps

surreal feel about it because

semi-naked women roaming . /
through.the large bar area to 3
the rooms above, the internet o
area or their own salon. There :
is also a bizarrely competitive
atmosphere, as the women

attention of any men entering

gt

CEi

financial interest to 'r_he clubl
Left alone to speak toa
number of the women, a crude
straw poll indicated that the
those at El Cisne were there
voluntarily. Allwere immigrants |

they would be doing. Hating th'g__:
nature of the'work, the women .

any. mqr_{ey; having come from : P o e =
desperate poverty in theirown oS N v i 5
countries, They said that their i e ' :
clientele came from all walks of
life with three out of ten men
treating them gently, whilst nine
out of ten men sperit Ho more
than ha_lf—ah hourwith them.
They felt safe at El Cisne and,
despite the obviously distasteful
nature of the work, were clearly
much better off than prostituting
themselves elsewhere - let alonie
on the unproteatedhermrs

ofa pubhc street govemed by

Clearly, clubs such as El Cisne providea benchmark. :
: = .delive’ry_-system-fbx both a conisenting male and female that
is -praﬁtiéally acceptable. However, the excoriating sadness"
L of prostitu’cion_i’_s i:_nescapa'ble. In 2003 Medicos de Mundo
published'a.:_gport in which they stated that“prostitution
was the modern slavery of the 21st century” and that“most
women and children abandon prostitution ill, traumahsed
and poorer than when they started”
‘Whilst the Medicos de’ Mundo report undoubtedly
has the stmg of absolute truth, it is hard to see how,
prostitution can be erad;cated until the pitilesstrauma
° :and u'npossmle conundmm of world _povertyis adeguate]y

1s it 1ega1?

In Spain, voluntary prostitution
although the law
‘abusing of a position
‘forcing of

is not illegal,

forbids the

of power’ and the

someone into prostitution’,
which a conviction carries a

prison sentence.

The owning or running of a
brothel has been illegal since
1956, but this is circumvented
by the setting up of ‘hotels” or
‘clubs’ that offer ‘alternative’
shows and services. These are the
Clubes de Alternes.
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tackled. It is no coincidence that the
overwhelming majority of prostitutes
are from countries ravaged by war or
dire economic plight. Therefore, any
‘consent’ to becoming a prostitute is
normally driven by desperation and
then, all too often, sustained for too
long when an anaesthetising drug
habit takes hold.

In Spain, it looks as though the
profusion of Clubes de Alterne is here
to stay. As Vicente B, a Valencian
businessman says: “the Clubes de
Alterne are a part of Spanish culture.
They have always existed in one form
or another. It is just that over the past
ten years they have become more
obvious and much more sophisticated,
with some clubs delivering a luxury
service in truly opulent surroundings.”
Certainly, it is difficult to envisage
persuading Spanish men not to use
Clubes de Alterne - and if this desire
exists and is universally accepted, then
there will always be a demand for it.

However, it is hard not to
come to the conclusion that Spain
has missed an opportunity to
courageously legalise and tightly
regulate prostitution. On one level,
the government is condoning an
enormous cash industry that is
impossible to tax as the earnings are,
by definition, not fully legal. But far
more importantly, not doing so only
acts to keep prostitution underground,
pushing it further into the hands of
organised crime and thus continuing
to make it unsafe for all parties. And
it is hard to imagine more vulnerable
people than young women working 3
in an appallingly distressing business,
often far from home and any hope
of help.

e Every day 1.5 million men pay for sex

in Spain.
e There are an estimated 300,000

prostitutes here, turning over up to

40 billion euros per year.

e Barely 2% of the prostitutes in Spain

are Spanish. Most are from Eastern
Europe and South America.

¢ The huge scale of immigration in
Spain has complicated matters, as
many of the immigrants are illegal,

68 | mexpat

l l the women saw it

as their only way to make
any money, having come
from desperate poverty in

their own countries ’ ’
the facts.

thus making effective regulation more
difficult.

In 2006 the UNHCR reported that some
500,000 Russian women (the Natasha
Trade) had been sold into the sex
industry since the 1990s.

Some of the top-earning clubs (like
the Universo Majestic in Valencia) are
themed areas of opulence with prices
starting at 156 euros per hour and
rising steeply.



(|ub de Alterne

Bea is from Romania, is 19
years old, blonde, heavily
made-up and buxom with a stud
in her lip. She is wearing
tight mini-shorts, an open
blouse and a skimpy black bra.
She also works in an ANELA club
in Valencia province.

“I have been working here for a year now
and | have no plans to stop at the moment.
I am here to earn as much money as | can,
as | want to be able to go home and buy
a really good car and a house. | do not like
the work either but, just occasionally, | do
get physical pleasure. | have sex with six
to seven men a day who pay me 60 euros
for half an hour, all of which | keep. | was
under no pressure to come here and | feel
safe and secure in this club. | will leave
when | feel like it.”
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